

HAMMOND LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES






January 26, 2009


A special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Hammond Landowners Association was held on January 26, 2009 at the Scott residence in Hammond Ranch.  A quorum of members was present.  Also present were Nick Dennis, Larie Wearing, Terry McGraw and Dave Scott. The meeting was called by the president and notice of the meeting was given.


The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by the president.


The agenda for the meeting was presented and adopted.


Nick Dennis made a presentation regarding a new federal program of funding the Shaded Fuel Breaks program with the State Fire Safe Council administering.  The new program provides 90% funding.  The deadline for filing the proposal is February 20, 2009.  The application process will follow.  The present need is letters of support for the 10% landowner match.  Previously the grant match was only 50%.  The more letters of support, the more likely the proposal to be accepted.


A 501c3 organization is needed to administer grant.  Options are:  a)  the County, or b) Northern California Resource Center in Ft. Jones.  Larry Alexander of the Resource Center is willing to do this.  He is also on the board of the River Exchange and works with the Fruit Growers.  He is willing to do the preliminary proposed Shaded Fuel Break project, Dale Creek Road.  Phase 1 is 2.5 miles in length.


The project would clear 100 feet (from road edge) on each side of the road.  The lines can vary.  A contractor would remove 90% of the brush, remove trees less than 8 inches in diameter, space remaining trees 15 to 20 feet apart and limb up remaining trees 8 feet.  If an area has no trees greater than 8 inches in diameter, small trees would be left spaced 15 to 20 feet apart.  An example of this work may be seen along College Avenue near the college in Weed.


The contract would be put out for competitive bid.  Nick Dennis would supervise.  There is latitude to an extent.  Each landowner would  need to approve and would have some input.


The February 20 deadline is for a seven-page form plus letters of support and how many hours will be contributed.  Proposed letters are from HLA, Lakewood Homeowners Assoc, Siskiyou Land Trust. Tim Corcoran, Larry Alexander and Nick Dennis.


There is a local contractor with experience who charges $850 per acre to cut and prune if the debris is piled and left behind, and $1,200 per acre if the debris is also chipped.  The project is approximately 50 acres.  An acre is 200 by 200 feet, so an acre along one side of the road would be 100 by 400 feet.  Labor by a landowner would likely be valued at $15 per hour. 


The project, once submitted, would be responded to in two weeks.  Then further submissions are required, including environmental clearances.  The work would likely not start for 3 months.


The Shaded Fuel Break standards are not inflexible, so the contractor can work with a landowner.


Needed from HLA a letter of commitment/support (a form was proposed by Nick), and needed from each landowner, permission to clear and trim, and a commitment to future maintenance.  Future maintenance can be seeding grasses and wild-flowers (not trees) to prevent encroachment.


There followed a discussion of mailing a letter to landowners involved before our next meeting.  This letter would include an invitation to that board meeting, which was changed from Tuesday, February 10, to Monday, February 9, so that Nick Dennis can attend.  The letter is to ask those planning to attend to advise, so that the number attending will be known.  If the number of landowners is more than a few, the meeting will be moved to the Firehouse.  It was approved that Tom Wearing will prepare a letter based on Nick Dennis’ proposed form, and another letter to the landowners involved, and circulate both by email for board input and approval.  The letter to landowners is to indicate that the board feels it is a good deal, that we are looking for their feedback, that the project is looking for a commitment from each as well as their willingness to participate in the project.  Also, these landowners adjacent to Dale Creek Road may include an additional 100 feet around their residence as well as along the road, if desired.


The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Tom Wearing,

Secretary

