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£ The Old Year
/“ ! by John Clare

' ‘ | The Old Year’s gone away
/ ’ To nothingness and night:

\ We cannot find him all the day
£ Nor hear him in the night:
( \ He left no footstep, mark or place

' In either shade or sun:
= The last year he'd a neighbour’s face,
In this he’s known by none.
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HLA Membership

All nothing everywhere:

Here it is 2012 already! It's time to renew your Hammond Ranch Mists we on mornings see
Landowners Association membership or to join the Association. Have more of substance when they’re
Membership dues are $55 per year, which covers the period from here

January 1 to December 31. And more of form than he.
Enclosed with this newsletter is a Membership Application. Detach and He was a friend by every fire,
save the Membership Card and return the Application portion, along In every cot and hall -

with your check (made payable to the HLA) in the also enclosed A guest to every heart’s desire,
envelope. _ o And now he’s nought at all.

If you are not already a member, please consider joining. The

Hammond Landowners Association cannot be effective without you. Old papers thrown away,

The Association contributes to the Ranch road maintenance efforts, 0Old garments cast aside,
informs the residents of issues important to the Ranch through a The talk of yesterday,

website and other means, provides a discount to PHI for its members, Are things identified;

works with the volunteer fire department and other agencies to make But time once torn away

our community safer. Other benefits are the annual picnic and yearly No voices can recall:
members’ meeting. Join today! The eve of New Year’s Day

Left the Old Year lost to all.

View from the Ranch Januowy 2012

Our Mission Statement: To provide information, to assist in the coordination of group actions, to determine
guidelines and make suggestions in matters relating to development and use of property on Hammond Ranch.




Letters to-the Editor

The HLA website (but not the printed newsletter) will
soon feature a “Letters to the Editor” page. Ranch
residents (part or full-time) or landowners are invited to
contribute information and commentaries. The hope is
that the page will become an exciting place to read what
your neighbors are thinking and doing, a place to start
organizing with them for projects and causes, and to
stimulate everyone’s thinking.

Can a letter-writer write anything for publication on that
page? The answer is a definite “yes” AND “no.”

e YES: Opinions, even unconventional ones, are
welcome. Yes, the topic does not have to be
limited to affairs that have exclusively local
impact (although those are also welcome).
County, state, national and international affairs
(economy, wars, etc.) all can and do have a
major local impact.

e NO: Comments that use personal attacks and
insults, profane language, racist stereotyping,
etc. will not be allowed. No statements that are
libelous or directly distort ongoing legal cases will
be permitted. No anonymous submissions will be
published on the page.

Writers should try to keep comments as concise,
reasonable, and factual as possible. There is a whole
world of “reasonable and factual” views that are not
normally heard on mainstream media or taught in
schools. Readers will find these views informative and
convincing only if statements are backed by logic and
evidence.

All submissions should
hla@hammondlandowners.org. They will be reviewed by
the “editor” (HLA board member Dan Axelrod, for
starters) to be sure they fit the above general guidelines.
Those that fit will appear on the page “as is.” Those that
do not fit will be sent back to the author for self-revision
or withdrawal. The editor will not do any revisions. The
editor will also confirm that the submission is authentic
(i.e., really written by the “author”) before publication.
The editor and board members can also be authors.

It is hoped this page will add significantly to the level of
communication and culture at the Ranch. However, it is
“only a test,” and if the page does not serve this general
beneficial goal, it may be discontinued or at least the
guidelines modified.

be emailed to

Do Axelrods
* ok k%
S Ry, Ruwnv Report. The Hammond Ranch Fire
gy Company responded to nine calls during
@%é the last quarter of 2011 and had ten
N automatic aid requests spread between
rRe company  Weed City and Mt. Shasta Fire Protection

District that resulted in cancellation prior to their arrival.
The calls they did respond to included three medical
calls, five public service calls and one “other fire” call.

Fromthe Fire Chief:

In the past week, several people have asked me about
the fire at the old Vanderbilt estate. I thought this
month’s newsletter would be a good opportunity to
discuss it.

As you may have read, the fire occurred on January 3 at

approximately 7:00 p.m. at the Shadow Valley Ranch on
Stewart Springs Road. The owners were home at the time
and attempted to extinguish the fire with a portable water
pump, but were unsuccessful. They called 911 and reported
the fire. The Hammond Ranch Fire Department was
dispatched and responded with Engine 4210, a Type I
engine, carrying 750 gallons of water; Tender 4230, carrying
3800 gallons of water, and eight firefighters.
Upon arrival, we observed the house to be fully engulfed in
flames reaching 40 feet high. Firefighters quickly established
a water supply from nearby ponds and provided the main
pumping platform. We then assisted on the nozzle during
the initial attack. Hammond Ranch Firefighters were on the
fire for over twenty hours until the fire was dead out.
As per mutual assistance agreements, over sixty firefighters
from neighboring fire departments were on the scene,
fighting the fire in the initial stage
The good news is, all occupants got out safely because of
early warning smoke/fire detectors and no firefighters were
injured. But in the end, after a gallant attempt, the entire
structure was a total loss. I spoke with CalFire investigator
Rick Hood, who advised that the official cause is
undetermined, but all signs point to the origin of the fire to
be the garage, where a wood-burning stove was located.
Other contributing factors were an older wood shake roof.
According to investigator Hood, as of 2011 all new
construction will require a full fire sprinkler system to be
installed. It is my understanding that the homeowners are
planning to rebuild their home in the near future.
I would like to publicly commend all the firefighters who
assisted on this fire for their dedication to duty, service
above self and a job well done.
On behalf of the Hammond Ranch Fire Department and
community, I would like to express to the homeowners our
sadness for the loss of your home.

Doawid, Jenking

Hommond Ranch Fire Chief
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Welcome Baskety

Because of a crashed computer earlier last year, information on two recipients of welcome baskets was lost and did not get printed in
the previous newsletters. The lost information was found and is now included here. Quite a few welcome baskets were given out in
2011. Hammond Landowners Association heartilv welcomes all.

Dennis and Susan Henderson were happy that the sun was shining on the day in May the
Welcome Basket Committee presented their welcome basket. They attempted to move in during
the huge snow storm in March and quickly became "stuck in the driveway." They retreated to
Salem, Oregon, where Susan's parents live, to let the snow melt at home.

Both Dennis and Susan are from Azusa, where they retired from a dental company after 26 years.
Dennis' mother and cousin both live in Mt. Shasta and had been trying to get the Hendersons to
move up here for many years. Dennis shared that they were not used to the quiet at night as it
was much different in Southern California!!
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A welcome basket was delivered to Amy and Brandon Truby at their new home on Maple Drive.
They moved in just three weeks before the committee arrived, but Amy already had many plants
blooming in their sunroom and greenhouse. Amy and Brandon have a daughter by the name of
Rayne. Brandon, who has been working at Denham automobile service for eleven years, had been
“eyeing” this area, as he wanted to live "in the woods" for a long time. Amy works for Remi Vista

in Mt. Shasta.

Kai-Uwe Allen (Kai for short) was out in
his front yard on Rocky Road clearing,
cutting and raking when the committee
arrived with his Welcome Basket. What
a great job of clearing he had done since
moving in last July! Kai transferred here
from central Colorado where he worked
for the US Forest Service. He now
works here for the USFS as a Land and
Recreational Staff Officer. He also is
involved in the Youth
Conservation Corp.

Kai grew up in New Hampshire. He has
family in Chico and Florida. Kai admits
he is the only one in his family who does
"Winter."
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A welcome basket was also delivered to Pam and Randy Robinson at their home
on Dogwood Drive. They purchased their home from the Wirths in 2006. While
visiting friends who live near the resort, Randy picked up a real estate magazine
and the rest is history.

After selling their home in Windsor, where they have lived for 30 years, they are
now moving in full time. Randy still commutes to Oakland where he is a
cabinetmaker. Pam had her own pet-sitting company and will continue to do
this line of work here when they are settled in. The Robinsons have three adult
children and one grandchild. Pam tries to get her"grandchild" fix in as often as
possible.




This beautiful coyote was seen near a home on the
Ranch. The coyote (Canis latrans) is also known as the
American jackal or the prairie wolf. It is a species of
canine found throughout North and Central America.
Unlike its cousin the gray wolf, which is Eurasian in
origin, evolutionary theory suggests the coyote evolved
in North America during the Pleistocene epoch, 1.81
million years ago. The name “coyote” is borrowed
from Mexican Spanish. The scientific nhame means
“barking dog” in Latin. Preliminary genetic evidence,
however, has shown that coyotes in some areas are,
genetically speaking, 85-90% Canis latrans and from
10 to 15% Canis lupus (gray wolf), along with some
domestic dog (Canis lupus familiaris) DNA.

Coyotes typically grow to 30-34 inches in length, not
counting tail, and stand about 23-26 inches at the
shoulder, and weigh from 15-46 pounds. Northern
coyotes are typically larger than southern subspecies
(which might explain our larger coyotes), with the
largest coyotes on record weighing almost 75 pounds
and measuring 5.7 feet in total length.

During pursuit, a coyote may reach speeds up to 43
mph and can jump a distance of over 13 feet.
Common names of coyote groups are a band, a pack or
a rout. They are primarily nocturnal, but can often be
seen during daylight hours. Coyotes have been known
to live a maximum of 10 years in the wild and 18 years
in captivity. Their calls are high pitched and variously
described as howls, yips, yelps and barks. Although
calls are made throughout the year, they are most
common during the spring mating season and in fall
when the pups leave their families to establish new
territories. When a coyote calls its pack together, it
howls at one high note. When the pack is together, it
howls higher and higher, and then they yip and yelp
and also do a yi-yi sound, very shrill, with the howl.
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If you are having problems with bears, this
reprinted article may help.

Safety Tips for
Black Beaw Country

1. Don't place food near open windows or
feed pets outdoors. Clean food scraps
and grease from grills. Empty
refrigerators when leaving for extended
periods.

2. Keep garbage, recycled materials,
compost and pet food indoors, or use
specially made bear-resistant containers.
Freeze smelly leftovers and don't put
trash out until garbage day.

3. Keep doors and windows locked or locked
open with a gap too small for bears. To
reduce odor, spray a disinfectant around
doors and windows and inside trash cans.

4. Take hummingbird feeders inside at night.
Hang all other types of feeders only in
winter.

5. Minimize fallen fruit, weeds, overgrown
grass and other attractants of bear prey
such as mice or voles. Stack firewood on
pallets away from the house and remove
bark, which can house bear-attracting
insects.

6. Chase black bears out of your yard by
shouting or throwing sticks, stones or
tennis balls. You may need to direct bear
repellant (pepper spray) at the animal’s
face or call wildlife managers for
assistance.

(I'm not sure I'm up to chasing a bear out of my

yard, but...)

Ranciv Service Providery

A listing has been compiled of those available for
hire with heavy equipment to provide services to
the Ranch, including snow removal. You will find
it by going to the website on the News and
Events page: www.hammondlandowners.org.
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http://www.hammondlandowners.org/

Dawy Weather Report

In terms of snowfall so far, this winter has not yet really gotten off
the ground (or more precisely, on the ground). At the 4200’ level in
the southeast part of the Ranch, only 17.0” total has fallen (starting
on November 4) up through Jan 15,and almost all of that snow
(15.7”) occurred in November. Other locations at the Ranch,
particularly to the north and at lower altitudes, report much less
snow. This total is by far the lowest seen in this area by this date
since at least 2001. The previous range to January 15 since 2003
has been 38” to 161”. The problem this year has not been warmth
leading to more rain and less snow; in fact, there has been very
little rain too.  Temperatures in this period have been fairly
normal, to within a degree or two Fahrenheit.

This paucity of snow is particularly notable because the last two
winters featured unusually heavy snowfall, and all three winters
(including this year) occurred during similar LaNifia conditions. This
is a condition where the temperature of the water in the eastern
equatorial Pacific is below normal. LaNifia is widely thought to
bring cold and wet conditions to the U.S. Pacific Northwest and
warm and dry conditions to the Southwest. Of course, we can
debate whether the Mt. Shasta area is the northern Southwest or
the southern Northwest. But this year, the border between the
two “zones” shifted far to the north, to central British Columbia.
Even Washington State has experienced below normal
precipitation. Clearly, LaNifa is not all that is involved.

So what is the cause of the snow drought so far this season? The
jet stream, the river of air flowing rapidly and generally west-to-
east near 45° north latitude, spontaneously develops undulations.
These undulations are inevitable and ever-changing; no pattern is
ever stable for long. Generally, three or four complete undulations
circle the globe, and the pattern itself usually migrates from west
to east as it changes shape. Storms are generated by this flow,
they travel in it and they also affect it. In undulation regions where
the flow arcs up far to the north, storms are shunted to the north.
This is what has happened so far this winter, and the pattern has
lasted a long time. But that pattern is not any more stable than any
other, and eventually it will revert. Of course, none of this explains
why this particular pattern has been happening now instead of,
say, last October or next April. That appears to be random, based
mostly on what happened just before, rather than a powerful
underlying “first cause.”

On the other hand, this winter is not just random business as usual
and is clearly the opposite of the last two, and all three are quite
extreme. One simple measure of the state of the atmosphere is
the “Arctic Oscillation” index, which measures the difference of air
pressure between the North Atlantic and the Arctic. When that
difference is positive and large (unusually high pressure in the
Atlantic and/or low pressure in the Arctic), cold air is locked up in
the Arctic, leaving North America with few outbreaks of the arctic
air that normally fuels storms in its encounter with warm air from
the south. This December’s Arctic Oscillation is the second most
extremely positive ever recorded. Interestingly, the last two

winters had exactly the opposite Arctic Oscillation index, the
two most extremely negative ever recorded. So the Arctic
Oscillation may be a partial immediate cause of the snow-free
early winter, but it still does not tell us what is the “first
cause”. Some recent theoretical research with computer
models has found a correlation between sunspot activity and
the mildness of North American winters. Evidently, sunspots
increase the amount of UV from the sun (by about 4% from
the minimum to the maximum). UV creates ozone from
oxygen in the upper atmosphere, and this UV-created ozone
also absorbs UV, thereby slightly heating the upper
atmosphere. From that heating, lower atmospheric patterns
can be affected. In agreement with this model, the previous
two winters saw very low sunspot activity (and severe
winters); this winter is seeing much higher sunspot activity
(and a milder winter). But this is all just a theory.

In any event, the absence of precipitation is likely to end
soon. Heavy winter precipitation on the West Coast seems
correlated with large discrete blobs of tropical moisture and
thunderstorms (called the “Madden-Julien Oscillation” or
MJO) that circle the globe near the equator from west to east,
traveling about 200 to 400 miles a day. An active MJO blob
becomes particularly intense when entering the Western
Pacific from the Indian Ocean, and it often alters the air flow
patterns to its northeast and feeds moisture into storms that
eventually hit the West Coast. The timing is right for a MJO-
fed disturbance to return rain and snow to our area during
the second half of January.

Because snowfalls here tend to come in massive groups with
long mild periods in between, it is easy to be misled by a short
memory. We might conclude that January and February are
“usually” quieter than, say, March and April because that is
the way it was last winter. However, averaged over many
decades, snowfall reaches a broad peak in January, as can be
seen in the following bar graph developed from data
observed in Mt. Shasta City.

0.31 Average Fraction
of total season show
that falls each month
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2011 Boawrd Membery
President Tom Wearing 938-4288
Vice President Pam Scott 938-3700
Secretary Pat Emerson 938-1846
Treasurer Sally McGraw 938-4326
At-Large Dan Axelrod 938-1859
Priscila Franco 938-0773
Bob Keyser 938-4140
Doug Lathrop 938-3022
Erich Ziller 938-4993

The Hammond Ranch Scene Editor

Larie Wearing 938-4288

The HLA Board of Directors cares about and wants
to hear members’ opinions, suggestions and
ideas. Everyone is welcome to attend any of the
board meetings. If you plan to attend, please let
the host know in advance so that accommodations
can be made.

We also encourage members to write to us and
create a dialogue on topics of interest to
Hammond Ranch landowners. The Board
members can be reached by phone at the
numbers listed above, by snail mail c/o HLA, P.O.
Box 795, Mount Shasta, CA 96067, or via email

at hla@hammondlandowners.org.

Calendow

HLA Board Meeting - Second Tuesday of every
month, 7:00 p.m. The location is available on
the website or from any Board member.
However, the February 2012 meeting will be
on Thursday, February 16, 2012 at the
residence of Priscila Franco. Call Priscila to
confirm and get directions.

HLA Members’ Annual Meeting and Luncheon -
first Saturday in November 2012, 10:00 a.m.

HLA Annual Members’ Picnic - Saturday after
4% of July.

Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors - First,
second and third Tuesdays of every month,
10:00 a.m., County Courthouse, Yreka. Call
Clerk at 842-8081 to confirm.

= Moving?
Please send changes of address to:
The Hamumond Ranch Scene
c/o HLA
P.O. Box 795

PEST COMTROL GUAS.
THERE:S A CRITIER

DONT B8 50 HEARTLESS,

TOULDSE, IFS JUST SOME
POOR LITTLE ANIMAL

TRYING 10 FIND SHELTER

NICKY.CALL TUE

NTHATEC. FROM THEHARSH LONTER

SHOW A UITILE COMPASSION.
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