
HAMMOND LANDOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

12 June 2007
The meeting of the Hammond Landowners’ Association, Inc. Board of Directors, held at the Wearing home off Dale Creek Road, was called to order at 7:15 pm by Eric Ricohermoso, President.   A quorum of Board members was present.   In addition, several visitors were in attendance.
A request had been received to allow the Chief and the Treasurer of the Hammond Ranch Fire Company to make a presentation to the Board.  In response, this item was placed at the head of the agenda.

David Jenkins, Chief, and Terry McGraw, Treasurer, of the Hammond Ranch Fire Company presented a report on the current status of the Fire Company including information about personnel, equipment, and finances.  They reported the Fire Company did not receive the beer booth concession at the County Fair this year.  Cell phones for firefighters have been cancelled.  There are currently nine active firefighters on the roster with plans to expand to fifteen.  Equipment upgrades are in place including a 2002 first response vehicle which is with an active member at all times.  This has resulted in greatly reduced response times as has the presence of live-in students during the off season.  Mr. McGraw stated the current budget is inadequate for the continued viability of the Fire Company and a measure requiring an increase of the fire tax for the Hammond Ranch Zone of Increased Benefit by 100% with provisions for Cost of Living increases in the future is planned for the fall ballot.  Mr. Jenkins and Mr. McGraw requested that the Hammond Landowners Association make a statement of support for the tax measure.
Following their presentation, Mr. Jenkins and Mr. McGraw excused themselves and left the meeting.  
A lengthy discussion followed.  It was agreed there have been several improvements in the operation of the Fire Company in recent months.  It was also agreed the Fire Company is an asset to the Ranch.  It was moved and seconded that a statement of support be issued.  The motion failed on a three to three vote.  Those voting against the motion based their opposition on the stated role of the Hammond Landowners Association as a provider of “information”, and on the historical decision following the initial formation of the Hose/Fire Company to neither support nor oppose Hose/Fire Company activities.

As part of the Association’s role as information provider. it was agreed to ask Mr. Jenkins to write a letter for the upcoming newsletter outlining Fire Company plans.  A second letter will be requested for the October newsletter.  Decisions concerning support or non-support by Board members as individual landowners is not a matter of Board control.

The meeting then resumed the regular agenda.  Erich Ziller, Treasurer presented a report stating current available monies are $ 11,858.81.  The report was accepted as presented.  Two late membership checks were provided for deposit and one bill of renewal of the Association’s internet domain name ordered paid.  Christine Cutrona requested a check for the PHI Air Ambulance memberships be issued.  This was done as per previous agreement.
No requests for road funds have been received.
Sal Cutrona reported an effort will be made to contact John Brennan to request the meeting of the Dale Creek Road Association planned for the 20th of June be expanded to include all Ranch road committees.  It is hopes this could be an organizational meeting to share information and experience to the advantage of all Ranch roads.  Road committee chairmen will be advised of the contact results.

MJ Watt reported there is a yard sale fund-raiser planned by the Fire Company for the 23rd of June.  A wide variety of items including tomato plants and baked goods will be offered for sale.  In response to a question, Ms. Watt stated a firefighter is now on call at all times with the first responder vehicle.  Currently this is most often Lori Luddon, but when she is unavailable some other firefighter will take over.
There are no timber harvests planned for the Ranch area, and there were no other reports.

Under Old Business,  Eric Ricohermoso reported the County Planning Department is in the process of clearing up the problem on Dogwood as a result of the complaint filed.  The problem on Black Bear Loop is problematic since it’s main concern is sanitation and the clutter appears to be mainly construction materials.  Mr. Ricohermoso will double check with the Sanitation Department.  The concern with the fire property on North Old Stage is being addressed by both the County Planning and Sanitation Departments.  Further reports will be made as information is received.
Concerning the cut-off across the meadow at the south end of the reservoir, it was reported there will be an effort to place boulders in the ditch to prevent vehicle crossing and possibly an effort to close off the access from North Old Stage Road.

It is also reported that the effort to place a gate across Dale Creek Road off the Ranch to the west is still being negotiated.  Such a gate should aid in preventing Ranch roads being used as unauthorized access to public lands.

The subject of the requested emergency access to easements on Shasta Cove was readdressed.  There was concern that only one side of the question had been heard.  Following discussion, it was moved , seconded and passed that a letter be written to all landowners who would be impacted by such an agreement asking for their input.  Once responses are received, the question of HLA’s role will be readdressed.  The letter will be drafted by Tom Wearing and presented to the Board for approval.

A question in re the continuous reintroduction of issues previously decided by the Board was raised.  Tom Wearing reported that according to Robert’s Rules of Order, once a decision is reached the issue cannot be raised again without some change.
Dana Bainbridge has resigned as webmaster for the Association web site.  Larie Wearing has agreed to take over the post.  She will need software for this function.  It was moved, seconded and passed that she be reimbursed for the cost of the software.  She was thanked for volunteering.

Under New Business the use of the Ranch roads by a hiking club was discussed.  Complaints in re route markings, the number of people on the roads, and a possible problem with trash had been received.  It was stated that use of Ranch roads for hiking by local landowners and their guests is not a problem.  It is feared that since large problems are foreshadowed by small problems, use of Ranch roads by large organized hiking groups could lead to use by large organized biking groups, then ATV groups, then hunting groups, etc.  There is also a concern about the liability of landowners over whose property such hikes occur.  In the past the Ranch had been advertised for such activities by non-Ranch people and as a result of similar complaints such advertisements have been withdrawn.  It was agreed a note would be put in the newsletter repeating that these are private roads and use of them by other than deeded easement landowners opens the user to citation for trespass and asking that everyone respect landowners’ rights and desires.
There is information available concerning only one new Ranch resident.  Sal Cutrona will see the a Welcome Basket is delivered. 
No plans have been made for the annual picnic.  The weekend dates this year are a problem due to the Fourth of July being a Wednesday.  It was decided to forego the picnic this year and see what the response is received from members.
It was reported so far more than twenty-one members have asked the newsletter be sent to them via e-mail.  
The next Board meeting will be 10 July at either the Cutrona home on Grey Fox Drive or the Dibelka home on High Meadow Road.  

There being no further announcements, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Wilma Dibelka, Secretary


